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DISTRICT LICENCE NUMBERPLATES 

Grievance 

MR M.J. COWPER (Murray–Wellington — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.52 am]: My grievance is to the 
Minister for Transport. I would like in advance to thank him for his indulgence on what may be regarded as a 
small or trivial issue. However, as a fellow country member, I am sure that he will appreciate the sensitivities 
attached to and the sentimental value of district licence plates that appear on vehicles throughout regional 
Western Australia. Mr Murray Piggott is a fine upstanding constituent who lives on Inkerman Road, Brunswick 
Junction. The Piggott family have been farming in the Brunswick district for many, many years and are highly 
regarded. In a previous life, I had quite a bit to do with Murray through his support for very worthy causes such 
as the Royal Agricultural Society of WA, the local community and the Lions. Mr Piggott owns a Massey 
Ferguson 135 tractor as part of his business. He runs tractors around his properties and cuts hay and the like. Of 
course, the tractor is a very valuable part of his machinery. The tractor is licensed in the Harvey shire and bears 
the numberplate H 379. As the minister will appreciate, these people are very parochial about where they come 
from, and they display their numberplates with great pride. I am sure that the minister will also be familiar with 
Busselton numberplates. I know a mutual friend of ours, Mr Michael Power, who has BSN 88 on his Buick, a 
wonderful old car that is seen around from time to time. It is renown throughout the south as an iconic vehicle. 
That is the depth of passion that these people have for district plates. 

Over the years, the tractor used by Mr Piggott has lost its front numberplate. At this time, we do not know where 
that plate is; it is assumed to have been ploughed back into the beautiful soils of the Brunswick area. That has 
been the situation for a number of years. A little while ago, Mr Piggott decided that he would go to the 
Australind office of the Harvey shire and apply for a remake of the district plate. Hence, a duplicate copy of the 
numberplates was manufactured for Mr Piggott. He was contacted and asked to present again at the Harvey shire 
offices. When he got there, he was told that before the plates could be issued, he needed to fill out a statutory 
declaration. He went away and dutifully filled out a statutory declaration claiming that the plate had been lost, 
presumably somewhere on the farm, and was buried under mud or whatever. He then presented back at the 
licensing centre. When he got back to the licensing centre on the second occasion, the plates were ready for the 
swap. When he handed over the old Harvey numberplate, he was asked where the other one was. He said that 
that was the reason he wanted the new plates. It was decided that because they were district plates, they did not 
fall within the provisions of regulation 23 of the Road Traffic (Licensing) Regulations, which deals with lost 
plates. That regulation states — 

(1) Where a number plate or number plates issued in respect of a vehicle are lost as a result of 
being stolen or any other cause, a responsible person for the vehicle shall, forthwith, send to 
the Director General notice in writing of that happening and the Director General shall, on 
proof, by statutory declaration of the loss, and on production of the licence or certificate of 
registration, issue another set of number plates in respect of the vehicle but where the lost 
number plate is — 

(a) a special plate; 

(b) a name plate; or 

(c) a personalised plate, 

the Director General shall issue a number plate in substitution for that number plate … 

Unfortunately, district numberplates, which we are all very fond of, do not fall within that meaning. Mr Piggott 
was in an extraordinary situation. He was standing at the Harvey shire council desk, with the plates before him. 
He thought he was going to do a clean swap—two for one—but, unfortunately, the regulations did not provide 
for that to occur. Mr Piggott was somewhat miffed by this and he took steps to go to the licensing division 
further up the food chain. As the minister will appreciate, the Harvey shire office is just an agency of the 
licensing centre. However, Mr Piggott met with the same response. He then came to me and I wrote to the 
Director General of the Department of Transport. Of course, I have also written to the minister. The response has 
been that this is the current situation. In fairness to the minister and his department, the response indicates that 
there is likely to be a review of this situation in the near future and district plates may or may not be included in 
regulation 23 of the Road Traffic (Licensing) Regulations 1975. 

I am not sure whether regulations have to be amended by way of statute or an amendment in this place or 
whether it can be done through an amendment by the minister. I am simply seeking for the minister to examine 
this situation on behalf of Mr Piggott and all the lovers of district plates. Perhaps a paragraph (d) with the words 
“district plate” could be inserted in the regulation. I am sure that would satisfy Mr Piggott and other people who 
are very keen to retain the parochial identity of their local areas. At this time, there is in existence a set of plates 
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that could easily replace those on Mr Piggott’s Massey Ferguson 135. He would be very happy ploughing his 
fields during the upcoming hay season and baling hay in the full knowledge that his beloved numberplates are 
being displayed on his tractor with great pride. As I said at the outset, this is only a minor issue, but these are the 
sorts of issues that are presented to local members. With a little effort, I think these sorts of matters can be ironed 
out. We should not underestimate the value of addressing such small matters that are of importance to local 
citizens.  

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Transport) [10.00 am]: I thank the member for Murray–
Wellington for raising this issue. I previously had a district numberplate; I was BSN 1 when I was the shire 
president of Busselton. On occasion, it was a curse. I remember accidentally driving through a red light. There 
were four other cars at the intersection at the time. By the time I returned from Smiths Beach after a bit of brisk 
early morning bodyboarding with my son, my phone rang and it was the local constabulary informing me that 
each of the four cars at the intersection had rung to report my indiscretion, which, of course, I was about to do 
voluntarily once I had returned within phone range. I am a big fan of district plates. As an aside, with some local 
governments deciding to amalgamate—the City of Geraldton–Greenough and the Shire of Mullewa — 

Mr I.C. Blayney: It’s the City of Greater Geraldton.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: — we could not issue district plates when the district no longer existed. As I recall, the 
real issue was around the Mullewa plates—the MW plates. We have decided to change the regulations to allow 
district plates to be issued when the district no longer exists. I have done a little bit of work around district plates.  

I have had a look at the case of the member for Murray–Wellington’s constituent Mr Piggott and his 
Massey Ferguson 135 numberplate, H 379. I had a look at the letter we sent to the member a little while ago. The 
member is right that the current regulations basically provide for a personalised plate, a name plate or a special 
plate. In the member’s case, he might have “Handsome”. 

Mr J.M. Francis: Or “Jandakot” on your ute. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Yes, or “Jandakot” or something along those lines. At the moment, district plates are 
clumped with all other plates. I can understand the argument that we need some pretty tight controls around the 
reissuing of numberplates, especially the vast majority of numberplates, which would be “all other” plates. I 
think the member’s argument that district plates should be treated in a similar way to personalised plates, special 
plates, custom plates and the like is valid. I cannot imagine that there would be a large number of district plates 
around. I imagine they would generally be pretty tightly held by a relatively small group of people.  

Mr M.P. Murray: Some change upon death.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: They may well become part of the inheritance, and let us hope that is not something that 
Mr Piggott tests in the not-too-distant future.  

I will have a discussion with the department again about the steps we can take to move district plates into the 
same category as personalised and special plates. I think that makes a lot of sense.  

I make one proviso; that is, we will have to get some feedback from the police, the member’s former colleagues, 
on their view on that. Obviously, the Department of Transport looks after licensing and they look after 
enforcement, but I cannot imagine that there will be a significant issue.  

I appreciate the member bringing this issue to my attention. I must admit that I had written to the member, 
explaining the reasons that we could not do it. But, on reflection, there are plenty of reasons we should do it, so I 
will advance that argument with the department. Hopefully, in the not-too-distant future, we will be in a position 
whereby Mr Piggott will be able to have his H 379 plates reissued. I cannot give the member an undertaking on 
how long that process will take. The member has raised a valid issue and has highlighted something that we can 
deal with, and we will. 
 


